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ANNCR: 

THE PRESIDENCY OF WEST GERMANY IS LARGELY A CEREMONIAL POST, 
AND THE MAN WHO HOLDS THE POSITION NORMALLY HOVERS WELL ABOVE 
THE PUSHING AND SHOVING OF DAY-TO-DAY POLITICS. BUT THE CAMPAIGN 
LEADING UP TO NEXT YEAR'S ELECTION IS TURNING INTO A REAL BATTLE 
AS WE HEAR IN THIS REPORT FROM CORRESPONDENT BILL MARSH IN 
MUNICH. 
VOICE: 

THE BALLOTING IS STILL SIX MONTHS AWAY, BUT THE BATTLE LINES 
ARE ALREADY VERY DISTINCT AND BOTH SIDES HAVE DELIVERED THEIR 
INITIAL -~ AND PERHAPS MOST DAMAGING ~- SALVOS. 

THE INCUMBENT PRESIDENT IS WALTER SCHEEL, A MEMBER AND 

FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE FREE DEMOCRATIC PARTY. SINCE THE FREE 
DEMOCRATS RULE IN COALITION WITH THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, IT'S 
GENERALLY ASSUMED THAT HE'LL HAVE THE VOTES OF BOTH THESE PARTIES 
WHEN THE FEDERAL ASSEMBLY VOTES NEXT MAY TWENTY=THIRD. 

BUT BECAUSE OF SEVERAL ELECTION DEFEATS SINCE THE LAST 
FEDERAL ASSEMBLY FOUR YEARS AGO, THE RULING COALITION NO 
LONGER HAS THE MAJORITY EDGE. CONTROL OF THE ASSEMBLY IS NOW 
IN THE HANDS OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC AND CHRISTIAN SOCIAL 
UNION WHO COMBINE IN OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CHANCELLOR 
HELMUT SCHMIDT, 

LOGICALLY, THEN, THE OPPOSITION SHOULD BE ABLE TO PUT ITS 
OWN MAN INTO THE PRESIDENCY WITH NO DIFFICULTY, S8UT DIFFICULTY 
THERE IS. 

THE CANDIDATE OPENLY PREFERRED BY THE OPPOSITION LEADERSHIP 
TO CHALLENGE MR, SCHEEL IS THE PRESIDENT OF THE BUNDESTAG, KARL 
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CARSTENS. 

HARDLY HAD MR. CARSTENS BEEN TAPPED AS THE PARTY'S CHOICE 
WHEN A CAMPAIGN WAS LAUNCHED TO OUST HIM. IT WAS DISCLOSED 
THAT MR. CARSTENS HAD BEEN A MEMBER OF THE NAZI PARTY, AND 
THERE WERE HINTS -- ALBEIT ONLY HINTS —~ THAT HE HAD WRITTEN 
INCRIMINATING DOCUMENTS AS A LAW STUDENT DURING THE HITLER ERA. 

BUT IF THE SMEAR CAMPAIGN AGAINST MR. CARSTENS SEEMED 
LIKELY TO CAST A SHADOW OVER HIS ELECTION CHANCES, THOSE OPPOSED 
TO MR, SCHEEL MADE IT CLEAR THAT THEY COULD EMPLOY THE SAME 
STRATEGY. IT WAS THEREUPON DISCLOSED THAT MR, SCHEEL HAD ALSO 
BEEN A CARD=-CARRYING MEMBER OF THE NAZI PARTY. 

BOTH MR. SCHEEL AND MR. CARSTENS FREELY ADMITTED THEIR 
PARTY MEMBERSHIP, BUT THEY POINTED TO THE FACT THAT THE WARTIME 
ALLIES HAD GIVEN THEM FULL CLEARANCE DURING OCCUPATION DAYS. 
ALSO, BOTH POINTED OUT -- AND NO ONE DISPUTED THEM -- THEY HAD 
SERVED THE COUNTRY WELL FOR THE BETTER PART OF THIRTY YEARS. 

THERE ARE MANY WHO ACCEPT THESE ASSERTIONS, BUT THERE ARE 
ALSO THOSE WHO BEMOAN THE FACT THAT THE ONLY TWO CANDIDATES 
RUNNING FOR PRESIDENT ARE FORMER NAZIS. 

THIS, THEN, IS THE WAY THE BATTLE IS TAKING SHAPE, EXCEPT 
FOR ONE EXCEPTIONAL INGREDIENT. THERE ARE RUMBLINGS THAT A 
DOZEN OR SO CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
INTEND TO VOTE AGAINST THEIR PARTY'S CANDIDATE, MR. CARSTENS, 
IN THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTING. IT WOULD TAKE FEWER THAN TWENTY 
SUCH DEFECTIONS TO HAND MR. SCHEEL THE VICTORY. 

IN ANY CASE, THERE ARE SIX MONTHS UNTIL THE ELECTION, WHICH 
MEANS THERE'S STILL TIME FOR FURTHER DEBATE, STILL TIME FOR 
FURTHER INNER=AND INTER=PARTY BICKERING, AND -= AS ONE 
COMMENTATOR PUT IT TODAY -- EVEN TIME FOR THE AIRING OF MORE 
DIRTY LINEN. 
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